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concentrated at the ports where such transport is present and
where coal and other power resources are usually available.
Thus more than three-fourths of the Australian people live
in a coastal fringe within fifty miles of the sea. The absence
of navigable rivers, except the Murray for part of its course,
further hampers the growth of inland towns. Consequently
New South Wales has less than one-third as many towns with
over 10,000 people as Ontario, its Canadian counterpart, but
it has a more populous capital. Indeed throughout the whole
of Australia there are fewer towns of 10,000 people than in
Ontario alone.
A few large metropolitan centres have long been a dis-
tinctive feature of the community. As early as 1833 the
inhabitants of Sydney constituted 27 per cent of those in
New South Wales, and since then in all states except Queens-
land and Tasmania, most of the urban dwellers have been
massed in the capitals and chief ports. By 1933, 47 per cent
of the Australian population (then 6,629,000) dwelt in the
six capital cities, about 17 per cent in the urban areas outside
the capitals, and 36 per cent in definitely rural areas. In
Victoria as high as 54 per cent were in the metropolitan centre,
and in South Australia the percentage was little less.s The
whole urbanized population of the Commonwealth, including
that in the smaller as well as in the larger urban areas, is
64 per cent of the total, compared with 53 per cent in Canada.
Sydney and Melbourne, which alone contain more than one-
third of the whole population in the Commonwealth, rigor-
ously continue to drain people from the country. This
highly accentuated metropolitanism has significantly affected
politics and social movements, and in particular has helped
to create a powerful labour movement interested in the goals
of social democracy.
Australian labour has been stronger, more resilient, and
more effective in determining political and social ends than
that in any other Dominion. By 1914 the total trade union
membership was 523,000, whereas in the same year Canada,
with a population larger by 2 million, had 166,000. In 1937
*The percentage figures for all the states: Victoria, 54=; South Australia,
53; New South Wales, 47; Western Australia, 47; Queensland, 31; Tasmania, 26.